
2020	Lent	Devotional	Booklet	Guidelines	

The	Adult	Education	Committee	is	so	pleased	that	you	are	considering	participating	in	the	KBC	
Lenten	Devotional	Booklet.	Here	are	some	guidelines	to	keep	in	mind.	

General	Information	About	Theme,	Sign-up	Process,	and	Deadline	

• This	year	the	theme	focuses	on	the	parables	that	Jesus	told.	Scripture	readings	come	from	
Matthew,	Mark,	and	Luke.	These	passages	will	be	the	basis	for	the	devotionals.		

• To	sign	up	and	to	review	the	scripture	passages	and	themes,	please	go	to	
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f45a4a72aabf85-lent3.	You	may	also	find	this	link	on	
the	KBC	website	or	contact	Mary	Hix	at	mary.hix1@gmail.com.	

• Click	on	the	scripture	passage	you	would	like	and	enter	your	email	information.	If	you	
decide	to	change	the	passage	you	select,	you	can	do	this	on	the	sign-up.	

• Devotionals	and	artwork	are	due	by	November	1,	2019,	but	we	would	love	to	have	
them	as	early	as	possible!	

• For	any	submission,	please	send	a	short	bio	of	two	or	three	sentences	about	yourself,	which	
will	be	included	in	a	separate	section.	We	want	these	for	both	writers	and	artists.	The	bio	
can	be	serious	or	light-hearted	and	can	include	whatever	information	you	want	people	to	
know	about	you.	You	can	include	details	about	family,	work,	hobbies,	education,	how	long	
you	have	been	at	KBC,	or	anything	else!	

Written	Devotionals	

• Devotionals	should	address	the	parable,	but	you	have	flexibility	in	your	approach.	You	can	
tell	a	personal	anecdote	similar	to	the	parable,	retell	the	parable	using	modern	characters,	
put	yourself	into	the	parable	as	one	of	the	characters,	or	reflect	on	the	parable’s	central	
truth.		

• The	devotions	should	be	no	more	than	400	words,	which	is	just	a	few	paragraphs.	
Please	honor	the	word	count!		

• As	you	write	about	the	parable,	use	the	following	questions	to	guide	you:	

1.		What	is	the	context	for	the	parable?	Who	is	the	parable	being	told	to?	What	need,	
problem,	question	or	situation	has	prompted	Jesus	to	tell	the	parable?	

2.		What	is	the	parable’s	setting?	Who	are	the	main	characters?	What	is	the	plot?	

3.		What	is	the	central	truth	of	the	parable?	Does	Jesus	state	the	truth	or	is	it	implied?	

4.		Is	there	a	central	contrast	in	the	parable?	What	does	the	contrast	show?	

5.		What	are	the	surprises	or	twists	in	the	parable?	What	do	these	surprises	suggest?		

6.		What	questions	does	this	parable	arouse	in	you?	Don’t	gloss	over	a	parable’s	troubling	
aspects.	Explore	what	these	aspects	suggest	about	Jesus,	his	followers,	the	Kingdom	of	
God,	or	living	a	life	of	faith.		



• Remember	that	the	devotionals	are	not	meant	to	be	sermons	or	analysis.	You	don’t	have	to	
be	a	scholar	or	literary	giant	to	write	a	devotional.	We	just	want	to	hear	from	you	
personally¾why	a	parable	is	meaningful,	what	you	think	about	the	passage,	or	how	a	
personal	experience	revealed	a	spiritual	truth	to	you.		

• Don’t	hesitate	to	write	about	struggles	or	dark	times.	It’s	good	to	know	that	we	all	
experience	wilderness	times.	Focus	on	being	real,	not	on	sounding	“right.”		

• Please	don’t	let	bad	memories	of	your	English	teacher’s	red	pen	hold	you	back.	Be	as	
creative	as	you	would	like.	An	informal,	conversational	style	works	best	for	the	devotions.	
We	will	do	light	editing	to	catch	grammar	or	punctuation	problems,	so	don’t	worry	about	
having	to	make	it	perfect.	

• You	are	free	to	write	a	poem,	longer	prayer,	or	conversation	with	God.	Be	creative!	

• Please	see	writing	tips	and	sample	devotionals	at	the	bottom	of	this	document.	

• Each	devotional	will	conclude	with	a	short	prayer	of	one	to	two	sentences.	The	prayer	
should	connect	to	the	devotion	or	to	the	parable.	If	you	want	to	write	the	prayer,	please	do.	
If	not,	we	will	write	one.		

• Please	make	the	devotion	a	Word	document	and	email	it	to	Mary	Hix	at	
mary.hix1@gmail.com.		You	can	also	type	the	devotional	into	the	body	of	the	email	if	you	
cannot	do	a	Word	document.	Please	include	a	phone	number	in	case	we	have	a	question.		

Artwork	and	Photographs	

• Artwork	includes	photographs,	paintings,	drawings,	Zentangles,	pottery	or	other	forms	of	
artwork.	Art	such	as	pottery	should	be	photographed	in	a	high-resolution	photo.		

• Artwork	and	photographs	can	be	submitted	as	a	stand-alone	devotional,	to	supplement	
other	devotionals,	or	to	accompany	your	own	written	devotional.	Please	review	the	sign-up	
sheet	to	see	if	your	photo	or	artwork	might	work	well	as	a	stand-alone	devotional	by	
reflecting	some	aspect	of	a	specific	parable.	If	so,	please	sign	up	under	that	specific	entry.	If	
you	want	your	artwork	to	supplement	other	work	or	you’re	not	sure	it	will	work	as	a	
devotional,	please	sign	up	under	the	artwork/photographs	tab.	We	just	want	to	know	what	
artwork	or	photos	to	expect.	

• For	the	images	to	print	well,	we	need	high-resolution	photos	that	are	250	KB	or	more.	For	
questions	about	photos	and	artwork,	please	contact	Dorothy	Wagener	at	
dswagener7@gmail.com.	If	you	need	help	in	scanning	artwork	or	photographing	artwork	
such	as	pottery	or	other	artwork,,	please	contact	Dorothy	Wagener.		

	

Writing	Tips	

Below	are	writing	tips	from	The	Upper	Room	and	three	sample	devotionals	to	spark	
your	imagination.	Your	own	contribution	will	probably	look	and	sound	quite	different	
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from	these,	but	notice	the	helpful	guidance:	write	vividly,	have	one	main	point,	and	
connect	the	Bible	with	common	life.	

Tips	for	Writing	Devotionals	

Copy	taken	from	The	Upper	Room	Website:		
http://devotional.upperroom.org/how-to-write	
Where	do	I	begin?	

You	begin	in	your	own	relationship	with	God.	Christians	believe	God	speaks	to	us	and	guides	us	as	
we	study	the	Bible	and	pray.	Good	meditations	are	closely	tied	to	scripture	and	show	how	it	has	
shed	light	on	a	specific	situation.	Good	meditations	make	the	message	of	the	Bible	come	alive.	

Good	devotional	writing	is	first	of	all	authentic.	It	connects	real	events	of	daily	life	with	the	ongoing	
activity	of	God.	It	comes	across	as	the	direct,	honest	statement	of	personal	faith	in	Christ	and	how	
that	faith	grows.	It	is	one	believer	sharing	with	another	an	insight	or	struggle	about	what	it	means	
to	live	faithfully.	

Second,	good	devotional	writing	uses	sensory	details	--	what	color	it	was,	how	high	it	bounced,	
what	it	smelled	like.	Though	the	events	of	daily	life	may	seem	mundane,	actually	they	provide	the	
richest	store	of	sensory	details.	And	when	we	connect	God’s	activity	to	common	things,	each	
encounter	with	those	things	can	serve	as	a	reminder	of	God’s	work.	

Finally,	good	devotional	writing	is	exploratory.	It	searches	and	considers	and	asks	questions.	It	
examines	the	faith	without	knowing	in	advance	what	all	the	answers	will	be.	It	is	open	to	God’s	
continuing	self-revelation	through	scripture,	people,	and	events.	Good	writing	chronicles	growth	
and	change,	seeing	God	behind	both.	

Tips	to	keep	in	mind	

• Begin	with	studying	and	meditating	on	the	Bible	so	its	power	supports	your	words.	
• Connect	scripture	with	your	own	life.	Your	experience	is	unique.	
• Avoid	preaching	("you	should	...,”	“you	need	to	...,”	“we	must	...,”	etc.)	
• Use	language	and	examples	that	appeal	to	the	five	senses.	Tell	what	you	heard,	saw,	

touched,	smelled,	tasted.	When	appropriate,	use	dialogue	to	tell	your	story	(but	no	more	
than	two	exchanges).	

• Make	only	one	point.	Think	snapshot,	not	movie.	
• Seek	always	to	encourage	readers	to	deeper	engagement	with	the	Bible.	

Below	are	three	different	devotionals	on	the	parables.	Notice	how	each	one	takes	a	different	
approach.	There	are	many	different	ways	to	approach	a	devotional;	feel	free	to	be	creative!	

Sample Devotionals 
 
The Parable of the Vineyard Workers 
What was Jesus trying to teach us in this parable? Some think the point is that we’ll all have the 
same reward in heaven no matter how long or hard we work for the Lord on earth. But that can’t 
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be right, because the Bible teaches that each person will be rewarded individually, according to 
his own labor (see 1 Corinthians 3:8). 
 
The best way to interpret this parable is to consider the context in which it was spoken. Notice 
that Jesus told this parable right after Peter had asked what reward he and the other disciples 
would receive for giving up everything to follow Jesus. Jesus promised him that they would be 
abundantly rewarded in heaven for the earthly sacrifices they made for His cause. In fact, He 
promised that “everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or property, for my sake, will receive a hundred times as much in return and will have 
eternal life” (Matthew 19:29). 

The lesson of this parable is that God rewards us based upon the opportunities that He gives us. 
The later workers would have been willing to go to work earlier, but they were not given the 
opportunity by the employer. 

Had you been given a lot of money; you may have been willing to give a lot of money away to 
the poor. But if God gave you only a little money, you were not given the opportunity to give 
away lots of money. Still, if you are faithful with the small opportunities that God gives you, 
God will reward you with just as much as someone who was faithful with large opportunities that 
God gave them. He is perfectly fair. 

Jesus concluded the parable of the vineyard workers by saying, “And so it is, that many who are 
first now will be last then; and those who are last now will be first then” (Matthew 20:16). In 
light of the parable, can you describe someone who might be first now but last in God’s 
kingdom, and vice versa? 

Some who are faithful with the small opportunities that God gives them, now “last” in the eyes 
of people, might receive more reward than one who is “first” in the eyes of people but who is 
unfaithful with the bigger opportunities God has given him. 

https://www.davidservant.com/devotionals/family-devotions/day_105/ 

 
The Persistent Widow 
Try to imagine yourself in the widow’s shoes—shunned by society for being a woman without a 
spouse, mistreated by some unjust opponent, actively ignored by the person with the power to 
put it right. Each day, you find him in the courts and press your case. Each day he sends you 
away. 

How do you start to feel? … On the bad days, it probably feels like going through the motions, 
like Bill Murray in Groundhog Day reliving the same futile 24 hours over and over, only to end 
up right back where he started…. 

But what about on the good days? … Sometimes you probably feel defiant. Dang it, I am going 
to go knock on that jerk’s door and get in his face and not take no for an answer, at least not a 
final one. I’m not backing down. 
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And on the best days, you find the courage to risk real hope. Today is the day we break the cycle. 
… I’ve thought that before and been disappointed but I’m willing to believe again, at least for 
today, at least for right now. 

I think the widow’s secret, the secret to grit, is that we need to be OK with all three kinds of 
days. To stay in the game, to hang in there in the midst of adversity, sometimes means admitting 
that today may be a wash but that we can and should try again tomorrow. 

And I think the spiritual version, grit with God, if you will, is realizing that God is OK with our 
having all three kinds of days too. 

When we’re full of hope, the risen Christ is there nurturing it, reminding us that God wants the 
best for us and will triumph over evil. When we’re feeling defiant, the Christ who knocked down 
tables in the temple, and seemed to delight in defying the powers that be, inspires our witness to 
what is right. And when we’re feeling abandoned, when we’re tempted to throw in the towel, the 
Christ whose friends deserted him will wait with us in our dark hours—whether we think to 
invite him or not and whether or not we can always feel his presence. 

It’s that unceasing presence, that willingness to share with us in our pain while we wait for 
deliverance, that helps me, at least, to make some sense of this passage, to want to proclaim it as 
good news. That unceasing presence can help us in days like these, when many people in many 
walks of life are feeling a distinct absence of hope. 

Luke frames the parable of the persistent widow with these words: “Jesus told his disciples a 
parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.” Pray always. Don’t lose heart. 

https://www.kyleoliver.net/parable-grit-hope/ 

The Lost Sheep 
The other day I was driving home from Costco. I had placed my iPhone on the console between 
the seats and as I made a turn a little too abruptly my phone slid into the little cavern between the 
seat and the console. It’s that area where you just can’t fit your hand. You try a few attempts 
while driving, making faces and contorting your body in ways that make other drivers passing 
you shake their head and wonder how a person with your condition ever got a driver’s license. 

The only solution it seems is to pull over and get out of the car to do a proper search and rescue. 

As I resumed my trek I was struck at just how panicked I felt for even those few moments when 
my iPhone was lost. Getting it back where I could see it and touch it suddenly became of the 
utmost importance. Before the iPhone went missing I was running lines in my head for my 
upcoming performance of  Not The Way I Heard It. Since this presentation is a modern-day 
retelling of some of the parables, I suddenly felt the inspiration to retell this familiar parable of 
the The Lost Sheep. Think about it…Jesus used sheep in his parable—they were something of 
value that the culture understood and readily related to. I don’t think many of us would relate to 
sheep and place the value on a lost lamb in the same way we might other things today. If Jesus 
were telling that parable today it might sound more like this: 
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The Parable of the Lost iPhone 

Suppose one of you had 100 tech gadgets 
and then lost your iPhone. 
Wouldn’t you leave the 99 other gadgets at home 
and go looking for your iPhone? 
And once found you can be sure 
you would put it in your palm rejoicing! 
And when you got home you would text all your friends and contacts saying: 
“Celebrate! Like and share my Facebook status! I have found my lost iPhone!” 
Count on it, there is more joy in the Cloud over one rescued user profile 
than for 99 other user profiles in no need of rescue! 

 https://www.mastersimage.com/parable-lost-iphone/ 

	


