
PRAYERS FOR THE

Welfare of the City
LENT 2019

Glorious Creator, today we thank you for 
the beauty of  our city and its natural re-
sources and pray for the will and knowl-
edge to honor and care for this our natural 
home. Grant that we may live peaceably with 
the land and the waters and with our non- 
human neighbors. Bless the Yadkin river and 
the other waterways on which we depend. 
Bless the fields and farmlands that surround 
us. Bless the animal species in our region 
whose survival or wellbeing is threatened—
bats and bees, birds and turtles, fish and  
mammals. By your wisdom, guide all who 
are charged with the safety and upkeep 

of  rivers, streams, and watercourses, of   
gardens, green spaces, trees and flowers. Bless 
all farmers and farmworkers, those who grow,  
harvest, and process food. We pray for humane  
treatment of  all living creatures in our city 
and ask your blessings on the animals. On this 
and every day, we need your help to under-
stand our mission to our city and your Spirit’s  
leading wherever we serve. May your grace 
be upon this city, and may we be aware of  
your constant presence with us. In the name 
of  the Holy One who holds all creation  
together, Amen.

God of  all refuge, today we pray for the peace 
of  our community—for protection from  
violence, hope for those violated, and the 
deep peace found in congregations that 
gather in faith and reverence. Grant that we 
may live peaceably with one another, resist-
ing the stark polarization of  our time. We 
pray for our police force, for fire and rescue 
workers, for parole and probation officers: 
keep them safe. May they be instruments 
of  community peace. We pray both 
for victims of  crime and for perpe-
trators, that justice, peace, and res-
toration would walk together. Bless 
those who work in jails and pris-
ons. We pray for all who serve in 

the military in all its branches and for those 
working for an end to war. We pray for all 
places of  worship in our city, and ask that 
their congregations, and ours, may know 
the reality of  your presence with us. Bless 
the diverse clergy of  Winston-Salem and 
their varied ministries of  proclamation, ad-
vocacy, care, and compassion. On this and 
every day, O God, we need your help to  
understand our mission to our city and your 

Spirit’s leading wherever we serve. 
May your grace be upon this city, 
and may we be aware of  your con-
stant presence with us. In the name 
of  the one who blessed the peace-
makers, Amen.

Prayer for Friday
The earth is yours, O God, and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it. (Psalm 24:1)

Prayer for Saturday
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of  your wings.
(Psalm 36:7 NRSV)

 During Lent 2019, members and friends of  
Knollwood Baptist Church are invited to pray 
daily for the welfare of  our city. The prayer texts 
offered here may be used each week during Lent, 
Monday through Saturday, at any time of  day 
in any place. By sharing words and concerns, 
even as we pray separately, we create communal 
intercession.
 Even while relying on shared language, you 

will also want to personalize these prayers. Each 
day, notice which one or two requests seem most 
pressing or vivid. Slow down or stop. Express in 
your own words the concerns that most touch your 
imagination and spirit. In so doing, our prayer 
practice may be shared but not rote, unified but 
not uniform. 
 May grace be upon our city, and upon you as 
you pray.
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This urban mural on the corner of 6th and Liberty streets shows Winston-Salem in the 1930s, 1960s and today, with 
silhouette figures painting the mural. In 2010, Marianne DiNapoli-Mylet was joined by middle and high school 
students painting such murals in the People of Winston-Salem Art Reclamation (POWAR) program.



 Gracious God, today we pray for the 
collective welfare of  all who live in Win-
ston-Salem. Grant that we may live peace-
ably with one other, working for the com-
mon good. We pray for the elected officials 
of  our city and county; give them wisdom 
and integrity as they lead. We pray for all 
city administrators and for those who man-
age and deliver municipal services. We pray 
for all who work: for service workers, retail 
workers, and those who work with their 
hands; for those in professions and those 
working in their homes; for hourly workers 

and temporary workers. For all workers in 
need of  rest, leisure, or relief  from overwork 
or unsafe conditions of  work, grant respite 
and protection, we pray. For those in need 
of  greater means to support themselves and 
their families, grant meaningful work with 
equitable pay. On this and every day, O 
God, we  need your help to understand our 
mission to our city and your Spirit’s leading 
wherever we serve. May your grace be upon 
this city, and may we be aware of  your con-
stant presence with us. In Christ’s name we 
pray, Amen.

Prayer for Monday
God, be gracious to us and bless us. Make your face shine upon us (Psalm 67:1).

Steadfast and loving God, today we 
pray for the growth of  compassion and jus-
tice among all who live in and near our city. 
Grant that we may live peaceably with one 
other, welcoming without fear. We pray for 
those in our city who are disadvantaged by 
long patterns of  social difference and divi-
sion. Deepen our longing to heal the divi-
sions that stem from racism and its legacies. 
Show us how. Make ours a city where all 
residents, especially children, have healthy, 
affordable food. Guide us to welcome immi-
grants, travelers, and refugees as neighbors.

We pray for those among us who live 
with differences that our society has allowed 
to be disabling. Let their voices be heard and 
their differences be embraced. May all our 
neighbors enjoy just access to opportunity, 
protection, and security. On this and every 
day, O God, we need your help to under-
stand our mission to our city and your Spir-
it’s leading wherever we serve. May your 
grace be upon this city, O God, and may we 
be aware of  your constant presence with us. 
In the name of  the One drew close to the 
excluded, Amen.

God of  refuge, healer of  the world’s ills, to-
day we ask that all who live in Winston-Sa-
lem may have the necessary resources for 
healthy lives. Grant that we may live peace-
ably with one another, seeking wholeness 
for all. By your mercy, lift up those who 
are ill, injured, frail or distraught. Bring 
companionship to the isolated, solutions 
to the addicted, and health care to those in 
need.  Grant strength, wisdom and renewed 
compassion to all who care for the sick, the 
vulnerable, the elderly, and all others in 
need.

We pray for all health care providers and 

for those in need of  care. Give energy and 
zeal, a hunger to serve, to all in our city who 
seek to make the lives of  others healthier– 
physically, mentally, and spiritually.
 Pour your spirit upon them that they may 
be instruments of  your healing and comfort. 
On this and every day, O God, we need 
your help to understand our mission to our 
city and your Spirit’s leading wherever we 
serve. May your grace be upon this city, and 
may we be aware of  your constant presence 
with us. In the name of  the One who yearns 
to make us whole, Amen.

 Ever-listening God, today we pray that 
ours would be a city of  fresh learning and 
growth. Grant that we may live peaceably 
with one other, sharing our learning. We 
pray for educators: for all teachers, princi-
pals, assistants and staff, and for the work 
of  the School Board. Bless the preschool  
children of  our city and those in elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools, along with 
those who have left school. We pray espe-
cially for those at any life stage seeking liter-
acy or to learn English as a new language. 
Bless those who work at our city’s colleges 

and universities: grant insight in teaching 
and research. We pray also for those who 
work in print and electronic media, and for  
artists and creative professionals. May all who 
contribute to our mutual education and the  
artistry of  our community be guided by your 
wisdom. On this and every day, O God, we 
need your help to understand our mission 
to our city and your Spirit’s leading wher-
ever we serve. May your grace be upon this 
city, and may we be aware of  your constant  
presence with us. In the name of  the One 
whom many called “Teacher,” Amen.

Prayer for Tuesday
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations. For your 
steadfast love is as high as the heavens; your faithfulness extends to the clouds. (Psalm 57:9-10 NRSV) 

Prayer for Wednesday
Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of  my mouth (Psalm 54:2 NRSV).

Prayer for Thursday
O God, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1)



 Gracious God, today we pray for the 
collective welfare of  all who live in Win-
ston-Salem. Grant that we may live peace-
ably with one other, working for the com-
mon good. We pray for the elected officials 
of  our city and county; give them wisdom 
and integrity as they lead. We pray for all 
city administrators and for those who man-
age and deliver municipal services. We pray 
for all who work: for service workers, retail 
workers, and those who work with their 
hands; for those in professions and those 
working in their homes; for hourly workers 

and temporary workers. For all workers in 
need of  rest, leisure, or relief  from overwork 
or unsafe conditions of  work, grant respite 
and protection, we pray. For those in need 
of  greater means to support themselves and 
their families, grant meaningful work with 
equitable pay. On this and every day, O 
God, we  need your help to understand our 
mission to our city and your Spirit’s leading 
wherever we serve. May your grace be upon 
this city, and may we be aware of  your con-
stant presence with us. In Christ’s name we 
pray, Amen.

Prayer for Monday
God, be gracious to us and bless us. Make your face shine upon us (Psalm 67:1).

 Steadfast and loving God, today we 
pray for the growth of  compassion and jus-
tice among all who live in and near our city. 
Grant that we may live peaceably with one 
other, welcoming without fear. We pray for 
those in our city who are disadvantaged by 
long patterns of  social difference and divi-
sion. Deepen our longing to heal the divi-
sions that stem from racism and its legacies. 
Show us how. Make ours a city where all 
residents, especially children, have healthy, 
affordable food. Guide us to welcome immi-
grants, travelers, and refugees as neighbors.

 We pray for those among us who live 
with differences that our society has allowed 
to be disabling. Let their voices be heard and 
their differences be embraced. May all our 
neighbors enjoy just access to opportunity, 
protection, and security. On this and every 
day, O God, we need your help to under-
stand our mission to our city and your Spir-
it’s leading wherever we serve. May your 
grace be upon this city, O God, and may we 
be aware of  your constant presence with us. 
In the name of  the One drew close to the 
excluded, Amen.

God of  refuge, healer of  the world’s ills, to-
day we ask that all who live in Winston-Sa-
lem may have the necessary resources for 
healthy lives. Grant that we may live peace-
ably with one another, seeking wholeness 
for all. By your mercy, lift up those who 
are ill, injured, frail or distraught. Bring 
companionship to the isolated, solutions 
to the addicted, and health care to those in 
need.  Grant strength, wisdom and renewed 
compassion to all who care for the sick, the 
vulnerable, the elderly, and all others in 
need.
 We pray for all health care providers and 

for those in need of  care. Give energy and 
zeal, a hunger to serve, to all in our city who 
seek to make the lives of  others healthier– 
physically, mentally, and spiritually.
 Pour your spirit upon them that they may 
be instruments of  your healing and comfort. 
On this and every day, O God, we need 
your help to understand our mission to our 
city and your Spirit’s leading wherever we 
serve. May your grace be upon this city, and 
may we be aware of  your constant presence 
with us. In the name of  the One who yearns 
to make us whole, Amen.

 Ever-listening God, today we pray that 
ours would be a city of  fresh learning and 
growth. Grant that we may live peaceably 
with one other, sharing our learning. We 
pray for educators: for all teachers, princi-
pals, assistants and staff, and for the work 
of  the School Board. Bless the preschool  
children of  our city and those in elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools, along with 
those who have left school. We pray espe-
cially for those at any life stage seeking liter-
acy or to learn English as a new language. 
Bless those who work at our city’s colleges 

and universities: grant insight in teaching 
and research. We pray also for those who 
work in print and electronic media, and for  
artists and creative professionals. May all who 
contribute to our mutual education and the  
artistry of  our community be guided by your 
wisdom. On this and every day, O God, we 
need your help to understand our mission 
to our city and your Spirit’s leading wher-
ever we serve. May your grace be upon this 
city, and may we be aware of  your constant  
presence with us. In the name of  the One 
whom many called “Teacher,” Amen.

Prayer for Tuesday
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations. For your 
steadfast love is as high as the heavens; your faithfulness extends to the clouds. (Psalm 57:9-10 NRSV) 

Prayer for Wednesday
Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of  my mouth (Psalm 54:2 NRSV).

Prayer for Thursday
O God, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1)



PRAYERS FOR THE

Welfare of the City
LENT 2019

Glorious Creator, today we thank you for 
the beauty of  our city and its natural re-
sources and pray for the will and knowl-
edge to honor and care for this our natural 
home. Grant that we may live peaceably with 
the land and the waters and with our non- 
human neighbors. Bless the Yadkin river and 
the other waterways on which we depend. 
Bless the fields and farmlands that surround 
us. Bless the animal species in our region 
whose survival or wellbeing is threatened—
bats and bees, birds and turtles, fish and  
mammals. By your wisdom, guide all who 
are charged with the safety and upkeep 

of  rivers, streams, and watercourses, of   
gardens, green spaces, trees and flowers. Bless 
all farmers and farmworkers, those who grow,  
harvest, and process food. We pray for humane  
treatment of  all living creatures in our city 
and ask your blessings on the animals. On this 
and every day, we need your help to under-
stand our mission to our city and your Spirit’s  
leading wherever we serve. May your grace 
be upon this city, and may we be aware of  
your constant presence with us. In the name 
of  the Holy One who holds all creation  
together, Amen.

God of  all refuge, today we pray for the peace 
of  our community—for protection from  
violence, hope for those violated, and the 
deep peace found in congregations that 
gather in faith and reverence. Grant that we 
may live peaceably with one another, resist-
ing the stark polarization of  our time. We 
pray for our police force, for fire and rescue 
workers, for parole and probation officers: 
keep them safe. May they be instruments 
of  community peace. We pray both 
for victims of  crime and for perpe-
trators, that justice, peace, and res-
toration would walk together. Bless 
those who work in jails and pris-
ons. We pray for all who serve in 

the military in all its branches and for those 
working for an end to war. We pray for all 
places of  worship in our city, and ask that 
their congregations, and ours, may know 
the reality of  your presence with us. Bless 
the diverse clergy of  Winston-Salem and 
their varied ministries of  proclamation, ad-
vocacy, care, and compassion. On this and 
every day, O God, we need your help to  
understand our mission to our city and your 

Spirit’s leading wherever we serve. 
May your grace be upon this city, 
and may we be aware of  your con-
stant presence with us. In the name 
of  the one who blessed the peace-
makers, Amen.

Prayer for Friday
The earth is yours, O God, and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it. (Psalm 24:1)

Prayer for Saturday
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of  your wings.
(Psalm 36:7 NRSV)

During Lent 2019, members and friends of
Knollwood Baptist Church are invited to pray 
daily for the welfare of  our city. The prayer texts 
offered here may be used each week during Lent,
Monday through Saturday, at any time of  day 
in any place. By sharing words and concerns,
even as we pray separately, we create communal 
intercession.

Even while relying on shared language, you

will also want to personalize these prayers. Each 
day, notice which one or two requests seem most 
pressing or vivid. Slow down or stop. Express in
your own words the concerns that most touch your
imagination and spirit. In so doing, our prayer
practice may be shared but not rote, unified but
not uniform. 

May grace be upon our city, and upon you as 
you pray.

330 Knollwood Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27104
336-725-1343   •    www.knollwood.org

This urban mural on the corner of 6th and Liberty streets shows Winston-Salem in the 1930s, 1960s and today, with 
silhouette figures painting the mural. In 2010, Marianne DiNapoli-Mylet was joined by middle and high school 
students painting such murals in the People of Winston-Salem Art Reclamation (POWAR) program.




